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Purpose

• Area assessments are an excellent start point to understanding an 
operating environments. Possible outputs:
• Understand area atmospherics

• Identify threat actors

• Establish social pattern-of-life for an area

• Learn the physical terrain

• Learn the human terrain

• Use cases: - not limited to…
• Briefing personnel prior to deploying to areas (Military, NGOs, journalists)

• Security manager organising an event



Method
Strategic

Geo political considerations

Demographic understanding

Cultural, social and religious 
considerations

How will your presence 
impact any of these

Operational

What has been happening 
and what is about to 
happen in the broader 
context

How will your presence 
change any of these or how 
will your actions change 
because of these

Tactical

What is happening in your 
immediate area now

What is about to happen in 
the immediate future

How will this affect the 
people you are with or the 
area you are going to



Method

1. Establish a reporting template

2. Follow a repeatable, sequential process for 
collection

3. Analyse information and refine data

4. Compile report including recommendations 
based on scenario

5. Compile summary presentation if applicable 
for briefings

Area 
Overview

Area News 
Topics & 
Trends

Social 
Media 
Activity

Area 
Photos & 
Imagery

Gang & 
Terrorism 
Activity

Health 
Activity

NGO & 
Other 

Activity



Assessment

What are others saying?

What do I know?What can I see?

What do others see? What can I disprove?

What can I prove?

Cone of Plausibility

Trends

Events

Choices

Sources of Change
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Social 
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Photos & 
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Activity
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Activity

Mapping:
• Tri-Maps: https://mc.bbbike.org/mc/#
• Dual-Maps: https://www.mapchannels.com/DualMaps.aspx
• MapBox: www.mapbox.com

Country Information & Incidents:
• CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
• ACLED Dashboard: https://www.acleddata.com/dashboard/
• Live UA Map: https://liveuamap.com/#

News:
• Google News: https://news.google.com
• EIN Local News (Global): https://world.einnews.com/

Social Media Trends & Monitoring:
• TweetDeck: https://tweetdeck.twitter.com
• Trends Map: https://www.trendsmap.com
• Onemilliontweetmap: https://onemilliontweetmap.com
• Social Geo Lens: https://www.osintcombine.com/social-geo-lens

Threat Activity:
• NationMaster (crime stats per country): https://www.nationmaster.com/country-

info/stats/Crime
• Numbeo (crime index & statistics): https://www.numbeo.com/crime/in/Sydney
• US Gang Activity: http://gangs.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
• ESRI Terrorist Attacks Map: https://storymaps.esri.com/stories/terrorist-attacks/
• Global Terrorism Database: 

https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/search/BrowseBy.aspx?category=country
• Conflict Data Map (UCDP): https://ucdp.uu.se/exploratory
• Stanford CISAC Militant Map: https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants

Health Activity:
• The Health Map: https://www.healthmap.org/en/
• COVID-19 Map: 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd4
0299423467b48e9ecf6

•World Health Organization (WHO): https://www.who.int/
•National Health Commission of the People’s Republic of China (NHC): 
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqtb/list_gzbd.shtml
•China CDC (CCDC): 
http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/news/TrackingtheEpidemic.htm
•Hong Kong Department of Health: 
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/102465.html
•Macau Government: https://www.ssm.gov.mo/portal/
•Taiwan CDC: 
https://sites.google.com/cdc.gov.tw/2019ncov/taiwan?authuser=0
•US CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
•Government of Canada: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-
health/services/diseases/coronavirus.html
•Australia Government Department of Health: 
https://www.health.gov.au/news/coronavirus-update-at-a-glance
•European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC): 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-
casesMinistry of
•Health Singapore (MOH): https://www.moh.gov.sg/covid-19Italy Ministry 
of Health: http://www.salute.gov.it/nuovocoronavirus

NGO Activity:
• Human Trafficking Flow Map: http://dataviz.du.edu/projects/htc/flow/
• Global Modern Slavery Directory: https://www.globalmodernslavery.org/

https://www.osintcombine.com/post/countr
y-area-assessments
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Summary

• Define your approach & collection requirements

• Apply strategic, operational and tactical separation to the kind of 
information you collect

• Validate & verify source information


